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Fifty five years ago, I suffered the atomic bomb about 2 km from the hypocenter in 

Hiroshima with narrow escape of death, but with my own eyes I saw the infernal scene 

that the whole city was demolished and more than 100,000 people were burnt to death 

instantly. From this extraordinary experience, I would like to appeal strongly that this 

kind of foolish behavior should not be repeated again anywhere in the world and 

therefore all nuclear weapons should be abolished completely to the last one from the 

world without moment's delay. 

 At 8:15 am on August 6, 1945, I was just under "the mushroom cloud” blown up in an 

instant in Hiroshima. I was a freshman of Hiroshima Junior College at the age of 16 but 

was working everyday for labor service at the factory located in the suburb of Hiroshima. 

On the day it happened to be a holiday, I left the dormitory in the early morning and 

headed for the city to visit my mother who was ill in bed at my relative in the city. At 

8:15 am the streetcar, which I took, was running towards the hypocenter. I was short 

and was buried in the crowded passengers around the rear end of the streetcar. For a 

moment a deep-bluish spark was flashed from its ceiling like a lightening. I did not 

understand what happened. Guessing that the streetcar was short-circuited, I 

instinctively jumped out of the car for avoiding electric shock. On jumping out of 'the 

streetcar, I was slammed down hard against the ground with the bang of horrible 
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explosion and blast. When l opened my eyes slightly with thinking "l was hit directly by 

bomb", l saw nothing but darkness due to heavy dust. I lay face down there partially 

because of the dust and my pain caused by the jump. I did not remember how long I did 

so. When I came to myself, the dust was calmed down and I rushed for my relative's 

house where my mother was staying. My mother had been sandwiched between the 

beams of the partially destroyed house but a rescue party dragged her out. At that time 

flames already started from the center of the city and were approaching slowly towards 

us. I took refuge in the street with a car line, carrying my mother who could not walk by 

herself due to heavy blow on her waist.  

The scene which I saw there was really disastrous. A large number of ghostly crowds, 

who got burnt all over the body, were approaching slowly towards us from the center of 

the city, and their peeled skin by burns dangled down around their wrist. From their 

appearances, we could not distinguish the male or female, the young or the old. They 

were hardly conceivable as human being. There were people who covered public region 

with an unburned small piece of fragments, although most of their closing was burned 

out. The fire drove numerous people walking towards us faintly groaning 'Hot!’ or 'Ouch' 

with pains and burns. You might call these scenes as the inferno. 

 

At the foot of a near bridge, army trucks came to rescue and after putting oil on the 

burned skin of the refugees, the rescue party carried them by truck to the port. I had to 

ask the rescue party to take my mother, who could not walk, for evacuation. Later I 

heard from my mother that she was taken by boat from the port to an island. There, 

most of the refugees died a hard death with the maggots hatched in the wounds of their 

body and she could hardly endure being at the side of these people.  

Now what did I do then after I was left alone? I cannot remember however hard I tried 

·to recall. I might miss my memories by the shock of the big disaster, which suddenly 

overhung me. The next scene, which l could remember afterwards, was the one at dark 

that I was trudging by myself towards Hiroshima station at the foot of the small hill on 

the outskirt of the town. Most of the houses in the city were collapsed or burned down 

and I could take an extensive view of the whole city on my left across the river. I could 

see the unp1easant remaining flame here and there. It was entirely unimaginable scene 

from the city of Hiroshima which 1 saw that morning. In the river many corpses were 

drifting slowly at the mercy of tide. Since I heard a rumor that a train would run at two 

stations beyond Hiroshima, I struggled along the railway to the station, where I took 

the train which left there late at night and sought a refuge with my grandmother on the 

mother side. 



Later I had diarrhea of unknown etiology for several days and the injuries of my legs  

and hands got hurt by jumping out of the streetcar was suppurated and did not heal for 

long time. However, it seems like a miracle for me to be able to lead a healthy life for the 

years without suffering from the painful aftereffects which most sufferers experienced 

later. It is probably due to the combination of my following good lucks. I had a blast at 

the location of 2 km from the hypocenter. I did not receive direct ray because I was 

buried in the crowds of the passengers of the streetcar. Moreover, I took refuge to the 

outside of the city within the day and did not receive secondary radiation without 

entering the city later. However, many sufferers have to experience indescribable bitters 

getting severe blow in their body, living and mind. 

The number of the survivors of both Hiroshima and Nagasaki is approximately 300,000 

at present. When we turn our eyes to the world, the total number of the people who were 

exposed to the radiation in connection with the nuclear tests afterwards is said over 

3,000,000 persons. An enormous number of nuclear weapons are stockpiled even now. 

The policy to defend own country by a nuclear deterrence is quite impossible because 

once nuclear war begins great calamity will befall sides, friends and enemies. The 

nuclear war will certainly ruin humanity or the world itself. At present the prevention 

of environmental disruption is an important problem on global basis. It is obvious that 

environmental pollution by nuclear weapons is the biggest environmental disruption 

judging from the damage to both environment and human beings caused by not only 

direct bombing in Hiroshima and Nagasaki but also nuclear test done afterwards in 

various parts of the world. 

All ·the nations should take the advisory opinion proposed by the International Court· 

of Justice in 1996. Dreadful nuclear weapons which human beings have created in 20th 

century should be abolished immediately by all of us and I sincerely pray to enter a 

peaceful 21st century without any nuclear weapon. 

 


